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Remarka 

Claims US, 17» 1 9, and 20 have been canceled Claims 9 and 1 8 are amended. Claim 21 
has been added. Claims 9-16, 18, and 21 are pending. 

Applicant has attached photocopies of IDS postcards received by the USPTO, as 
requested by Examiner. Applicant is awaiting instructions from USPTO on how to get copies of 
previously cited references to the Examiner for consideration before this application is allowed. 

Claims 16-18 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 
Applicants gratefully acknowledge the Examiner's statement that claims 16-18 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim (i.e., 
claim 9) and any intervening claims. (Office Action mailed April 15, 2004; 1 5.) 

Accordingly, claim 9 has been amended to include the limitations of claim 1 7. Claim 1 8 
has been amended to depend from claim 9 rather than now-canceled claim 17. Jn addition, new 
claim 21 has been added. Claim 21 combines original claim 9 with the limitations of claim 16. 

Applicant respectfully submits that amended claim 9 and new claim 21 correspond to 
claims that the Examiner has indicated would be allowable. 

6i03Rcicctionfl 

Claims 1-6, 9-13, and 19-20 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dylla et al. (U.S. 5,318,656) in view of Dylla (U.S. 5,330,125). 

Claims 7 and 15 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dylla 
et al. '656 in view of Dylla '125, and further in view of Wienbei^ et al. (U.S. 5,916.651). 

Claims 8 and 14 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dylla 
et al. *656 in view of Dylla M2S, and further in view of McCormick et al. (U.S. 5.524,844). 

Applicant respectfully traverses the above-stated rejections for at least the reasons of 
record. However, in order to advance the prosecution of the present application, please cancel 
claims I -8, 1 7, 1 9. and 20 without prejudice to the filing of a divisional application. 
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Claim 9 has been amended to include the limitations of claim 16. As discussed above, 
the Examiner has indicated that such a claim would be allowable. Claims 10-16 and 18 depend 
from claim 9 and add patentable features thereto. Thus, claims 10-16 and 1 S are likewise 



In summary, the rejections of claims 1-15, 19. and 20 under 35 USC § 103(8) have been 
overcome and should be withdrawn* 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance* 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 

Allowance of claims 9-16» 18, and 21, as amended, at an early date is solicited. 



patentable. 




Bv: X^ ^^i/^ 

Scott A. BardelU Reg. No.: 39,594 
Telephone No.; (651)736-6935 



OfTIce of Inteilcctual Property Counsel 
3M Jrmovative Properties Company 
Facsiitiilg No.: (551-736-3833 



SAB/TMS/kmiti 



5 

PAGE 6/S*RCVDATGfim4:17:00PM (Eastern DayligtitM^ 



INTEL PROP 220 10W ©651 736 6133 06/15/04 15:18 0 :07/08 N0:695 




First Named Inventor Ei^ickson, LbfO. 
Case No.: 57347US002 
Applicatlort No.: 10/028659 

TItJe: METHonAhMJAPPARATuarJH-i^PPLYIhlOASPUClNaTAPB 
TO A RoaOF SHCET MATHRIAt 

Enclo«u res: 

Infofmatlon Disdosurft StafikHiSmt, Form PTO-144a^nd 
cited raferonoM. 

Amount charged to D«pQ9it Account 

Altomfly (Initials): MEBilmc 

DaU: 4'fC''0:^ 





OFFICE OF WTELUCTUAUPBOPEffTY COUNSEL 

P.O. BOX 33427 
SAIKTPAUl. MM 55133-5133 
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First Nam6d Invenlor. EwCKSON, Leif O. 
Case NO.: 57347USQ02 
Application No,: 10/020659 

TitlB. MFTMOO ANO APPAFW.TUS FOR APPLYING A SPUONGTAPC 

TO A RouL OF Sheet MAxertiAL 
Encloauro8: 

Information Disctasure Slaiflment. Form PTai449. and 

cited referencsd. 
Amount chained to Deposit Account: J 
Attorney (initiala): MEB/]mc/nhf 
Date: _3 -{^j^OxQ^ 






SAINT PAUL MN 5513^5133 
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